No Fear of Judgment
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Many Believers live in fear of God’s judgment. But God’s Word tells us that we should not
fear if we are in Christ: “And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the
Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and
they in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in
love lives in God, and God in them. This is how love is made complete among us so that we will
have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love.
But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is
not made perfect in love” (1 John 4:14-18, NIV).

Some people believe this means we have a license to sin. Paul corrects them: “What shall we
say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We are those who
have died to sin, how can we live in it any longer” (Romans 6:1-2). We are not to live in sin as
Believers, for “if we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the
truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire
that will consume the enemies of God” (Hebrews 10:26-27). Rather than live in sin deliberately,
a Believer is to confess their sins, for “if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). “Therefore, since we
have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly
to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have One who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet He did not
sin. Let us then approach God'’s throne of grace with confidence, S0 that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need” (Hebrews 4:14-16). “So do not throw away your
confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done the
will of God, you will receive what He has promised. For, ‘In just a little while, He Who is
coming will come and will not delay.” And, ‘But My righteous one will live by faith. And I take
no pleasure in the one who shrinks back.’ But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are
destroyed, but to those who have faith and are saved” (Hebrews 10:35-39).



