Gladys Aylward: Ministry in China
Born 24 February 1902
Missionary to China
Died 1 January 1970

Gladys Aylward arrived at the coast of China in Eraber of 1932.
She was to work with Mrs. Jeannie Lawson, a missypwho had
spent most of her life in China with her husbahéntas a widow,
in the city of Yangcheng. Mrs. Lawson sent a ntaadcompany
her on the ten-day trip by train, bus, and muteriacross three
mountain ranges and numerous rivers. When Gladied at her
new home, Mrs. Lawson provided her with the quiltedisers and
. jackets of the country women, saying that “We warite as
Chinese as possible—and their clothes are much semr&ble than
ours, anyway!”

Jeannie Lawson had purchased a dilapidated roamsidand her

dream was that the Inn of the Eight Happinesseddimecome an

overnight stopping place for muleteers. Each engemihen the

men had been fed and were resting, she wouldhtath tstories from the Bible. In rural

China the people were still suspicious of outsidenst was difficult to persuade them to

come to the Inn. Gladys’ first missionary assignineas to stand out5|de the gate

calling out the Chinese words the cook h 4 achan > T

taught her. “We have no bugs. We have™=

no fleas. Good, good, good! Come, con| &

come!” If the drivers still wouldn’t turn in /
o/

Al

through the gate, then Gladys would gra
the bridle of the lead mule, forcing them t
turn. Wherever the lead mule went the |
rest would follow, and as it would be too
difficult to get the train going again, there
they would stay for the night.

Since Jeannie Lawson and the cook could speak Shitleey were the ones who sat by
the fire to tell the muleteers stories from tha@ares. This left Gladys out with the
mules to feed them and scrape off the day’s muds provided good incentive for her to
learn Chinese. When she was not caring for thesnste spent time in the village
listening and trying to speak. She wrote, “Theglaage is very difficult, but | am a good
mimic and so am picking up little bits without syid

By the end of a year Gladys could make herself tgtded in Chinese, and she had
several stories she could tell. This from a wowao had been told she likely could
never learn the language. Gladys perhaps could $eonffed at the mission board who
had rejected her, but many years later she wrote,



Looking back | cannot blame them. | know, if neaise does, how stupid | must have
seemed then. The fact that | learned not onlypé&ak, but also to read and write the
Chinese language like a native in later years) im¢ one of God’s great miracles.

Only a year after Gladys arrived, Mrs. Lawson di&ladys continued at the inn, held
services regularly, visited houses and gave whalicakaid she could. As her Chinese
improved she began to speak in the marketplacésanithinese evangelist.

Gladys began sensing that God wanted her to spineagbspel to places outside
Yangcheng, but she couldn’t see how it could bemgdished. It was dangerous to
travel alone in the mountains, and she wouldn’able to go far on foot. She couldn’t
afford any other transportation.

God opened China more widely to Gladys
through the command of the mandarin, the
local representative of the national
government. He had told her to find
someone to be a foot inspector to enforce
the law banning foot-binding, a centuries-
old tradition that crippled young girls in

the name of “beauty” and prestige. When
he couldn’t find anyone, he appointed her
to the post. The mandarin would provide a
mule for transportation and two soldiers to
accompany her.

The mandarin’s appointment gave her the authasignter every home in every village
in the province. Not only would she inspect féet she told the mandarin she would
use this opportunity to preach the good news aifslesie replied, “From the standpoint
of this decree, your teaching is good, becausevib@man becomes a Christian she no
longer binds her feet.” Gladys was very effectivéer post, and over time the practice
of foot-binding ceased and in each village smalugss of new believers gathered.

The small parlor maid from London and the learnedl i@fined mandarin had an
interesting relationship, one filled with mutuaspect and challenges. The mandarin
even asked her to deal with a prison riot becausé&é¢ad of the prison and the soldiers
were afraid. Gladys was able to calm the prisodeven, and she promised she would
help to bring about reform so they would have wamki more food. In the quiet
following the riot one of the men called to herh@nk you, Ai-weh-deh!”, and this
name, meaning The Virtuous One, became hers. \&meteok this as her official name
when she became a naturalized Chinese subjecBi, 1&ur years after she arrived in
China.

One day Gladys confronted the mandarin about a-geilller she had encountered on the
road. He said it was better to leave them alomause if confronted they would only do
worse things. He told Gladys, “About the child-@#edhe law says that Ai-weh-deh, the
Virtuous One, is to put her head in the air andsmasthe other side of the road. And you



will not repeat my words to anyone!” By protocbhetmandarin should have had the last
word. But Gladys turned in the doorway “I havertfmrm
you, Mandarin, that | did not come to China onlytiserve
your laws. | came for the love of Jesus Christl bshall act
on the principles of His teaching, no matter whau gay.”
Gladys went back to the child seller and gave iver f
Chinese coins for the little girl, and this begaresa where
Gladys took more and more children into her honeleeart.

Gladys’ stand on the child-seller issue had a Sgamt effect on the mandarin, and
months later he told her it was the beginning sfthie regard for her. In the Spring of
1939, seven years after Gladys first arrived ingtneng, she was seated at a feast in the
place of honor at the mandarin’s right hand. Sk ltreen to many feasts, but never as
the guest of honor. All the important people @& tbwn were there as well, and the
mandarin offered several minutes of praise for ¢dadpeaking about Ai-weh-deh’s

work among them, of her care for the sick and ttopers, and of her Christian faith.

He then announced that he wanted to embrace hlerafadl become a Christian. From

the mandarin on down, all levels of society hadhteeiched by Jesus through Gladys
Aylward.

After the Japanese invaded China in 1938, Gladys
spent nearly two years going from village to
village and into the mountain caves to avoid
capture. During this time she wrote a letter to he
mother revealing her love for the Chinese:

Life is pitiful, death so familiar, suffering andip

so common, yet | would not be anywhere else. Do
not wish me out of this or in any way seek to get
me out, for | will not be got out while this tried

on. These are my people, God has given them to
me, and | will live or die with them for him andshi

glory.

In 1940 she was back at the damaged Inn of the
Eight Happinesses when 100 children from a missrphanage arrived. She knew the
Japanese would soon come back to Yangcheng, dedstiee children on a sixteen day
journey to refuge in Fufeng. During the trip sleedme sick with typhus; it took her
many weeks to recuperate. When she did recovamsked to Lanchow and then to
Chengdu, teaching new Christians and serving theeSk church.

In 1949 Gladys returned to England and remainecthog several years, however she
yearned for China. Since the Communists were mrobshe could not go to mainland
China, she moved as close as she could by livifigiwan. There God led her into a
ministry with orphans, and there she died New YeBay 1970 at the age of 68.

You may be familiar with the movien of the Sxth Happiness starring Ingrid Bergman
as Gladys Aylward. Gladys was very displeased thiéhmovie, citing numerous



inaccuracies, and she felt some aspects of thenfidie a black mark o
her character. At the time the film was produasgtid Bergman’s _
behavior was anything but Christian, and Gladystevhogrid to express [zass
her displeasure. According to information recordederal years ago org %=
Elizabeth Elliot’s radio program, Gladys’ life had impact on Ingrid &8
Bergman and she visited Gladys’ home and gravasifaiwan.
Following that visit it is reported that Ms. Bergmpublicly declared
her faith in Jesus.
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