A Scriptural Primer:
CREATION

Both the Old Testament and the New Testament (Gospel of John) begin by establishing God
as the creator of everything in existence. This is very important, because if God had not created
the universe, the worlds, or man, then what authority does He rightly have over it all? What
right does God have to decree righteousness and judgment if He has no authority over us from
the beginning? His demands on man would be the demands of a conqueror, not a creator. This
Is why Scripture stresses again and again that God created all things, that we might understand
His ownership of everything, our position under His authority from the beginning, and His
authority over all created things.

GOD’S PERFECT CREATION

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was formless and void,
and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the
surface of the waters. 3 Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 4 God saw that
the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light day,
and the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.

“Then God said, ‘Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the
waters from the waters.” 7 God made the expanse, and separated the waters which were below
the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so. 8 God called the
expanse heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day.

“Then God said, ‘Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry
land appear’; and it was so. 10 God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He
called seas; and God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, ‘Let the earth sprout vegetation,
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit after their kind with seed in them’;
and it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and
trees bearing fruit with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good. 13 There
was evening and there was morning, a third day.

“Then God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the
night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; 15 and let them be for
lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth’; and it was so. 16 God made the
two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He
made the stars also. 17 God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth,
18 and to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw
that it was good. 19 There was evening and there was morning, a fourth day.

“Then God said, ‘Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above
the earth in the open expanse of the heavens.” 21 God created the great sea monsters and every
living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged
bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 There was
evening and there was morning, a fifth day.

“Then God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their kind: cattle and creeping
things and beasts of the earth after their kind’; and it was so. 25 God made the beasts of the earth
after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its



kind; and God saw that it was good.

“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 God created man in His own image, in the
image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them; and God
said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’

29 Then God said, ‘Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of
all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; 30 and to
every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth
which has life, I have given every green plant for food’; and it was so. 31 God saw all that He
had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth
day” (Genesis 1).

“Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts. 2 By the seventh day
God completed His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His
work which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He
rested from all His work which God had created and made.

“This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the
Lord God made earth and heaven. 5 Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no plant
of the field had yet sprouted, for the Lord God had not sent rain upon the earth, and there was no
man to cultivate the ground. 6 But a mist used to rise from the earth and water the whole surface
of the ground. 7 Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 8 The Lord God planted a garden
toward the east, in Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had formed. 9 Out of the ground
the Lord God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; the tree of
life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

“Now a river flowed out of Eden to water the garden; and from there it divided and became
four rivers. 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it flows around the whole land of Havilah, where
there is gold. 12 The gold of that land is good; the bdellium and the onyx stone are there. 13 The
name of the second river is Gihon; it flows around the whole land of Cush. 14 The name of the
third river is Tigris; it flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

“Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep
it. 16 The Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘From any tree of the garden you may eat
freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
that you eat from it you will surely die.’

“Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper
suitable for him.” 19 Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every
bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the
man called a living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all the cattle, and to
the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper
suitable for him. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then
He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The Lord God fashioned into a
woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man. 23 The man said,

“This is now bone of my bones,



And flesh of my flesh;
She shall be called Woman,
Because she was taken out of Man.’

“For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and
they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not
ashamed” (Genesis 2).

“This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God created man, He made
him in the likeness of God. He created them male and female, and He blessed them and named
them Man in the day when they were created” (Genesis 5:1-2).

THE FALL OF CREATION

Believers praise God for His creation and marvel at the wonderful works of His hands, but
they should also testify plainly that it is “ruined by the fall.” Many people don’t understand that
while God created all things, the present state of creation is not as He designed — it is fallen into
the futility of pain, difficulty, and death through the rebellion of mankind against God. Itis a
common argument of atheists against the existence of a good God that He could not have created
the world where such pain and suffering exists (if He was good). They are right in as far as they
understand that it would be against God’s nature to have created such a “messed up” place.
However, they are wrong in ignoring the responsibility of the human race for the state of things
and their personal responsibility for perpetuating it through their sinful natures. We cannot
blame God for the state in which we find our world and ourselves. Let’s look at the Fall of
God’s created order into the futility of sin to understand the present nature of the creation.

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made.
And he said to the woman, ‘Indeed, has God said, “You shall not eat from any tree of the
garden”?’ 2 The woman said to the serpent, ‘From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat;
3 but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, “You shall not
eat from it or touch it, or you will die.”” 4 The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not
die! 5 For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from
its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of
them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves loin coverings.

“They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the
garden. 9 Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ 10 He said, ‘I
heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.’

11 And He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?’ 12 The man said, ‘The woman whom You gave to be with me, she
gave me from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this you
have done?’ And the woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The Lord God said to
the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than



every beast of the field; On your belly you will go, And dust you will eat All the days of your
life; 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her
seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.” 16 To the woman
He said, ‘I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, In pain you will bring forth children;
Yet your desire will be for your husband, And he will rule over you.’

“Then to Adam He said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten
from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, “You shall not eat from it”’; Cursed is the
ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and
thistles it shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the field; 19 By the sweat of your
face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you
are dust, And to dust you shall return.” 20 Now the man called his wife’s name Eve, because she
was the mother of all the living. 21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife,
and clothed them.

“Then the Lord God said, ‘Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and
evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live
forever’— 23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the
ground from which he was taken. 24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of
Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the
way to the tree of life” (Genesis 3).

In his letter to the Romans, Paul explained the path sin leads mankind down—how man’s sin
results in wrath.

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is
evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being
understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 21 For even though
they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their
speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,
23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man
and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.

“Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies
would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

“For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the
natural function for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the
natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men
committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.

“And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a
depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, 29 being filled with all unrighteousness,
wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips,

30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to
parents, 31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 32 and although they
know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not
only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them” (Romans 1:18-32).



THE FALLEN CREATION “RESET”

The sinful depravity of mankind became so terrible on the earth in such a short time that for
the sake of mankind, God “reset” the world through the flood, saving Noah and his family to
“start fresh.” However, this did nothing to change man’s sin nature or the effects of the fallen
creation on man.

“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 The Lord was sorry that He had made
man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 The Lord said, ‘I will blot out man whom |
have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the
sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord”
(Genesis 6:5-8).

And God said, “Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all
flesh in which is the breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall
perish. 18 But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark—you and your
sons and your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, you
shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and
female. 20 Of the birds after their kind, and of the animals after their kind, of every creeping
thing of the ground after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive”
(Genesis 6:17-20).

LET ALL THE EARTH ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR GOD AND CREATOR

“Man goes forth to his work And to his labor until evening. 24 O Lord, how many are Your
works! In wisdom You have made them all; The earth is full of Your possessions. 25 There is the
sea, great and broad, In which are swarms without number, Animals both small and great.

26 There the ships move along, And Leviathan, which You have formed to sport in it. They all
wait for You To give them their food in due season. 28 You give to them, they gather it up; You
open Your hand, they are satisfied with good. 29 You hide Your face, they are dismayed; You
take away their spirit, they expire And return to their dust. 30 You send forth Your Spirit, they
are created; And You renew the face of the ground. Let the glory of the Lord endure forever; Let
the Lord be glad in His works” (Psalm 104:23-31).

“For the word of the Lord is upright, And all His work is done in faithfulness. 5 He loves
righteousness and justice; The earth is full of the lovingkindness of the Lord. By the word of the
Lord the heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth all their host. 7 He gathers the
waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deeps in storehouses. 8 Let all the earth fear
the Lord; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. 9 For He spoke, and it was
done; He commanded, and it stood fast. 10 The Lord nullifies the counsel of the nations; He
frustrates the plans of the peoples. 11 The counsel of the Lord stands forever, The plans of His
heart from generation to generation. 12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, The people
whom He has chosen for His own inheritance. The Lord looks from heaven; He sees all the sons
of men; 14 From His dwelling place He looks out On all the inhabitants of the earth, 15 He who



fashions the hearts of them all, He who understands all their works. 16 The king is not saved by a
mighty army; A warrior is not delivered by great strength. 17 A horse is a false hope for victory;
Nor does it deliver anyone by its great strength. Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear
Him, On those who hope for His lovingkindness, 19 To deliver their soul from death And to
keep them alive in famine. 20 Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield. 21 For
our heart rejoices in Him, Because we trust in His holy name. 22 Let Your lovingkindness, O
Lord, be upon us, According as we have hoped in You” (Psalm 33:4-22).

“The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You have
founded them. 12 The north and the south, You have created them; Tabor and Hermon shout for
joy at Your name. 13 You have a strong arm; Your hand is mighty, Your right hand is exalted”
(Psalm 89:11-13).

““To whom then will you liken Me That I would be his equal?’ says the Holy One. 26 Lift up
your eyes on high And see who has created these stars, The One who leads forth their host by
number, He calls them all by name; Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of
His power, Not one of them is missing. Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, ‘My way
is hidden from the Lord, And the justice due me escapes the notice of my God’? Do you not
know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth
Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. 29 He gives strength to the
weary, And to him who lacks might He increases power. 30 Though youths grow weary and
tired, And vigorous young men stumble badly, 31 Yet those who wait for the Lord Will gain new
strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will
walk and not become weary” (Isaiah 40:25-27).

“Thus says God the Lord, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out
the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it And spirit to those who walk in
it, 6 ‘T am the Lord, I have called You in righteousness, I will also hold You by the hand and
watch over You, And | will appoint You as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations,

7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And those who dwell in darkness
from the prison. 8 | am the Lord, that is My name; | will not give My glory to another, Nor My
praise to graven images’” (Isaiah 42:5-8).

GOD DECLARED THAT HE WOULD MAKE A NEW CREATION

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be
remembered or come to mind” (Isaiah 65:17).

JESUS IS GOD AND CREATOR AS WELL AS BEING THE “FIRSTBORN”
OF THE NEW CREATION

The Apostle John introduces us to Jesus as God and Creator to establish His authority in the
matters of earth and of man. If Jesus was not the Creator, He would not be God, and what
authority then would He have over mankind? Jesus is fully God and fully man. Through His
human body’s resurrection and glorification, He is the “firstborn” of God’s new creation.
Believers are being changed by the Holy Spirit to conform to His human body’s new nature.



“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him
nothing came into being that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of
men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

“There came a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to testify
about the Light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the Light, but he came to
testify about the Light.

“There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. 10 He was in
the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11 He came
to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him,
to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John testified about Him and cried out,
saying, ‘This was He of whom I said, “He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He
existed before me.”” 16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For
the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 18 No one
has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has
explained Him” (John 1:1-18).

“For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His
beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things,
and in Him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:13-17).

Believers in Jesus have been reborn to be spiritually part of God’s new creation. While we
are spiritually a new creature, we still are tied to this flesh of the old creation during this life,
which remains fallen until the Resurrection/Rapture will change our old flesh to conform to our
spiritual natures, which are being made into the image of Christ.

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold,
new things have come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

“If indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22 that,
in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in
accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and
put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness
of the truth” (Ephesians 4:21-24).

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).

“Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 10 and have



put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One
who created him— 11 a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in
all” (Colossians 3:9-11).

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the
revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but
because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its
slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that
the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only
this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body” (Romans 8:18-
23).

RESURRECTION AND MILLENNIAL REIGN OF CHRIST

The Resurrection is the physical realization of God’s new creation for Believers that has
happened in us through Christ’s saving WOrk — we are the “'first fruits” of God'’s new creation.
The rest of creation must wait for its physical change until after the Millennial reign of Christ is
complete.

“But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21 For
since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam
all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first
fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, 24 then comes the end, when He hands
over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and
power. 25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy
that will be abolished is death” (1 Corinthians 15:20-26). Regarding the resurrection, our
fleshly body “is sown a perishable bodyi, it is raised an imperishable body; 43 it is sown in
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural
body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So
also it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul.” The last Adam became a life-
giving spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. 47 The first
man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven. 48 As is the earthy, so also are
those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 Just as we
have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly” (1 Corinthians
15:42-49).

After Believers have been resurrected (or changed in the rapture), they will reign in glorified
bodies with Christ on this fallen earth for a thousand years — reigning over the survivors of the
Tribulation, and Jesus will restore all things to an Eden-like state (Isaiah 11:1-10). After the
thousand years are complete, satan will be loosed and will lead mankind in a second rebellion
against God (Revelation 20:7-15). At this point, God will end the old creation completely,
destroying it by fire:



“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a
roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be
burned up. 11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with
intense heat!” (2 Peter 3:10-12).

THE NEW CREATION FULLY REALIZED

John was give a vision of the New Creation: “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for
the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2 And | saw the
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned
for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of
God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God
Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will
no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things
have passed away.’

“5S And He who sits on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said,
‘Write, for these words are faithful and true.” 6 Then He said to me, ‘It is done. I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of
the water of life without cost. 7 He who overcomes will inherit these things, and | will be his
God and he will be My son’” (Revelation 21:1-7).

Even so, Amen.



