"We are all missionaries. Wherever we
go we either bring people nearer to
Christ or we repel them from Christ.“ –
Eric Liddell

See the film
“Chariots of Fire”.

Eric Liddell was born to missionary parents
in Tianjin China in 1902 and was sent home
to Britain for education when he turned 8
years old. He became know as the fastest
runner in Scotland while at Eltham College
where his headmaster described him as
“entirely without vanity.” He graduated
from Cambridge University with a Bachelors
degree in pure science and set off for the
Paris Olympics of 1924 to run for Britain.
He refused to run on Sunday because he
believed it violated the Sabbath and
sprinted to victory the next day in the 400
meter race, winning a gold medal and
setting a world record not broken until
1936. He was nicknamed the “Flying
Scotsman” for his speed.
In 1925, Liddell left behind the fame and
glory of athletics and returned to China as a
missionary. When the Japanese invaded
China in 1937, Liddell was taken to
Weihsien Internment Camp where he
became known as “Uncle Eric”. He
continued to spread the Gospel there until
he died from a brain tumor 5 months
before the end of WWII. During the 2008
Beijing Olympics, the Chinese government
released documents that England had
sought a prisoner exchange for Liddell, but
the Scotsman gave his place to a pregnant
woman instead.
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