
1 

 



2 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  
 

Living in the Knowledge of Holiness 
by Scott Moller - Page 3 
 

Set Apart for God 
by Nathan Warner - Page 4 

 

The Holiness of Love 
by Ginny Larsen - Page 8 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
by Betty Harstad - Page 12 

 

Holiness and the Law 
by Jane Titrud - Page 14 

 

The Holy God of Love 
by Dana Dexter - Page 16 

 

Habitation of God 
by Lynn Warner - Page 19 

 

Higher Ground 
by Maggie Moller - Page 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Berean Lamp Newsletter is a monthly  

publication of the Berean Lamp Ministry.  

Visit our website at www.bereanlamp.org.  

The Berean Lamp Ministry is a service of the 

Berean Christian Fellowship of Zimmerman, 

MN. 

 

The Berean Lamp Ministry seeks to: 

 

1. Encourage and strengthen the Body of 

Christ by providing the means for each 

of its members to share their spiritual 

gifts with one another, rooted in the 

Word of God, thereby growing into 

deeper union with one another and with 

Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12-31). 

2. Minister to non-believers; be a witness 

for Christ and a testimony to His Body 

in the world.   

 

We would appreciate your help in contribut-

ing to the content and in spreading the work 

of this ministry.  Thank you, and God bless. 

 -  Pastor Scott Moller 

 

 

 

 

Administrator: Nathan Warner 

Oversight Committee: Pastor Scott Moller, Deacon 

Bob Larsen, Nathan Warner 

Editors:  Natalie Warner, Lynn Warner, Julie Moller 
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ñBut you, brethren, are not in darkness, 

that the day would overtake you like a 

thief; for you are all sons of light and 

sons of day. We are not of night nor of 

darkness; so then let us not sleep as 

others do, but let us be alert and so-

ber.ò (1 Thessalonians 5:4-6) 

ñBut the day of the Lord will come like a 

thief, in which the heavens will pass away 

with a roar and the elements will be destroyed 

with intense heat, and the earth and its works 

will be burned up.  Since all these things are to 

be destroyed in this way, what sort of people 

ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 

looking for and hastening the coming of the 

day of God, because of which the heavens will 

be destroyed by burning, and the elements will 

melt with intense heat! But according to His 

promise we are looking for new heavens and 

a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 

Therefore, beloved, since you look for these 

things, be diligent to be found by Him in 

peace, sp
otless an

d blamele
ss.ò 

 

(2 Peter 3:10-14) 

ñNow, little
 children, a

bide in Him,
 

so that 

when He appears, we may have confi-

dence and not shrink away from Him in 

shame at His coming. If you know that He 

is righteous, you know that everyone also 

who practices righteousness is born of Him. 

See how great a love the Father has be-

stowed on us, that we would be called chil-

dren of God; and such we are. For this rea-

son the world does not know us, because it 

did not know Him. Beloved, now we are 

children of God, and it has not appeared as 

yet what we will be. We know that when 

He appears, we will be like Him, because 

we will see Him just as He is.  And every-

one who has this hope fixed on Him purifies 

himself, jus
t as He is p

ure.ò 
 

(1 John 2:28-3:3) 

Jesus, Paul, Peter, and John warned of the 
îComing of the Lordï and the îcoming judg-
ment.ï  Each of them called us to live our lives in 
light of this knowledgeía knowledge that would 
spur us forward in serving our Master, that we 
would be found faithful, alert, self-controlled, 
spotless, blameless, confident, unashamed, and 
pure at His coming.  Let us encourage one an-
other, all the more as we see the day approach-
ing! (Hebrews 10:25b) 
 
By Scott Moller 

ñWho then is the faithful and sensible slave 

whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his posses-sions. But if that evil slave says in his heart, óMy master is not coming for a long time,ô and 

begins to beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink with drunkards; the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour which he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.ò 

 (Matthew 24:45-51 NASB)  



4 

 

 

Set Apart for God 
By Nathan Warner 

 

ñBut know that the LORD has set apart the 

godly for Himself; the LORD hears when I call 

to Him.ò (Psalm 4:3 ESV) 

 

ñPaul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be 

an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 

God.ò (Romans 1:1) 

 

ñAnd [the devil] led [Jesus] up and showed 

Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment 

of time.  And the devil said to Him, óI will give 

You all this domain and its glory; for it has 

been handed over to me, and I give it to whom-

ever I wish.  Therefore if You worship before 

me, it shall all be Yours.ôò  

(Luke 4:5-7 NASB) 

 

The world feeds us with visions of our 

ñpotentialò in it.  After all, how much we miss 

out on when we are set apart from its promise!  

How we suffer needlessly for ñrulesò that keep 

us from having fun and ñoutdated beliefsò of 

self-denial.  Why do we deny ourselves the 

pleasures that are available to us?  Why do we 

suffer ñneedlesslyò when the world is at our 

fingertips? 

As Believers, the bounds of our faith can 

and often do cause us to suffer loss in the 

world, whether financial, relational, or experi-

ential.  Perhaps our honesty causes us to lose 

out on a promotion.  Perhaps you had an op-

portunity to take advantage of someone for 

your profit or pleasure but didnôt.  Perhaps you 

stayed in your marriage because of your vow 

and pledge of faithfulness.  Many people 

claiming to be Christians have commented that 

there is no point to living in an unhappy mar-

riage.  After all, how is it Godôs plan if youôre 

both unhappy?  Faithfulness is nothing but a 

life-sentence to misery!  Weôve heard talk 

about swapping in the ñold modelò for the new 

one when seeking a divorce.  ñWhy limit your-

self to one man or one woman for the rest of 

your life?ò they ask.  For that matter, why limit 

yourself to the opposite sex?  Why have limits 

at all?  Get out there and experience ñlifeò!   

Live life to the full!  They mean, of course, to 

encourage you to do everything that your flesh 

desires.  And why not?  Everyone does it.  In 

college, I was told that life is about 

ñexperiencesò and ñself-developmentò ï itôs 

about trying new things and letting yourself 

go.  College is about having fun!  You can de-

cide what you want to do with your life later ï 

thereôs no rush ï enjoy it while you can!   

We look around us and we see people ex-

celling in self-pleasure and money and means, 

while we turn down opportunities to do the 

same.  They say Believers live ñunfulfillingò 

lives because we donôt live up to our 

ñpotentialò in the world.  They tell us we are 

denying ourselves the joys of life, because we 

havenôt fully tasted all life has to offer us.  

Everyone else out there is getting a piece of the 

action, why not us?  How can we be satisfied 

with our lives without fulfilling the worldôs 

promise? 

Some Christians struggle with the bounds of 

the Faith as if it is a straitjacket theyôd rather 

not have to wear.  ñHow unfair God can be,ò 

they think, ñto deny me what I want, while let-

ting sinners have their way.ò  Why do Believ-

ers have such joy at missing out on all the 

worldôs fun?  Moses would be a great one to 

ask this question, for ñwhen he was grown up, 

[he] refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 

daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated 

with the people of God than to enjoy the fleet-

ing pleasures of sin.  He considered the re-

proach of Christ greater wealth than the 

treasures of Egypt,ò (Hebrews 11:24-26a).  

Moses chose to be mistreated for the sake of 

Christ rather than continue as royalty, living 

out his ñpotentialò in life, fulfilling all his 

earthly desires!  What ñpromiseò there was for 

Moses!  While weôre at it, we might also ask 

Abraham, because he went out of the world to 

live as an ñalienò in the wilderness rather than 

enjoy a portion in the worldôs domain and 

glory.  What about Noah, Enoch, and Rahab?  

What about Paul?  He gave up his reputation, 

his education, and his future to become one of 

the very Believers he made suffer?  When he 
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came into contact with the Holiness of Jesus 

on the road to Damascus, he was made Holy 

unto God.  And it was this setting apart of his 

life to God that made him eager to be mis-

treated for Christ rather than enjoy the fleeting 

pleasures of sin.  By this we see that true Be-

lievers consider the reproach of Christ greater 

than their ñpromiseò in the world.  Truly, they 

have no choice if they believe in truth, for they 

have been set apart for God and He demands 

it.   

Why does God ñset apart the godly for 

Himselfò (Psalm 4:3a) rather than let them 

ñlive their lives to the fullestò as the world ad-

vises?  Why does He demand Believers be 

Holy by the sanctification of Faith in Jesus?  

The answer is quite simple.  The difference 

between Godôs definition of a fulfilling life 

and the worldôs is the difference between life 

and death, between the Eternal and the tempo-

ral.  From Godôs perspective, all that is tied up 

in time is already dead.  Therefore, anything 

that has not been sanctified and set apart spiri-

tually to live where He lives in the eternal 

heavens is instead set apart for destruction.  

Anything and anyone set apart from God 

must come to an end because ñtheir inward 

part is destruction itself. Their throat is an 

open graveò (Psalm 5:9).  To them belongs a 

ñday of destruction,ò (Zephaniah 1:15) which 

is the Day of the Lord.  ñFor many walk, of 

whom I often told you, and now tell you even 

weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of 

Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is 

their appetite, and whose glory is in their 

shame, who set their minds on earthly things.  

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which 

also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christò (Philippians 3:18-20). 

God is holy.  He is set apart from His crea-

tion, from time, from destruction, and from 

death.  He is set apart from the common and 

the profane.  His ñholy dwelling placeò (2 

Chronicles 30:27b) is an abode that is set apart, 

for Heaven is Godôs ñholy and glorious habi-

tationò (Isaiah 63:15b).  God told the Israel-

ites, ñYou are to be holy to Me, for I  the Lord 

am holy; and I  have set you apart from the 

peoples to be Mineò (Leviticus 20:26).  God 

does this ñsetting apart,ò not us, for He tells the 

Israelites that ñI  am the Lord who sanctifies 

youò (Leviticus 22:32).   

To better understand this, letôs look at the 

Old Covenant God made with Israel.  Every-

thing to do with God was Holy.  The Priests 

were ñset apartò from the rest of Israel for ser-

vice in Godôs temple.  Aaron was ñset apart to 

sanctify him as most holyéto minister to 

[God] and to bless in His name foreverò (1 

Chronicles 23:13).  Everything to do with the 

temple was considered holy.  The utensils, 

pots, pans, and all implements were ñholy,ò 

consecrated, and set apart for service to God 

(Ezra 8:28; Leviticus 8:11).  This meant that 

they could only be used for service to God.  If 

they were used for anything else, they were 

considered unclean and defiled. 

These implements had a pretty specific pur-

pose and couldnôt leave the temple where they 

were to be used before Godôs presence.  They 

couldnôt be used for tea trays, graduation par-

ties, dinner gatherings, or special guests, no 

matter how important.  They couldnôt even be 

brought out for the King or visiting dignitaries.  

They were reserved solely for service to God.  

Paul uses this as an example of what a Be-

lieverôs life should look like:ñTherefore, if 

anyone cleanses himself from what is dishon-

orable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, 

set apart as holy, useful to the master of the 

house, ready for every good workò (2 Timothy 

2:21).  The worldôs confusion over us is as if a 

common table fork that serves fancy dinner 

parties to dignitaries and heads of state, should 

say to the temple implement, ñYou need to get 

out more!  Why do you deny yourself your po-

tential and your promise?ò 

We deny ourselves the pleasures of our 

ñpromiseò in the world because we have been 

given the promise of God.  He has given us 

promises by His Holy Calling though faith in 

His Son.  ñDid not God choose the poor of this 

world to be rich in faith and heirs of the king-

dom which He promised to those who love 

Him?ò (James 2:5b)  ñHe has granted to us 

His precious and magnificent promises, so that 

by them you may become partakers of the di-

vine nature, having escaped the corruption 
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that is in the world by lustò (2 Peter 1:4).   

Indeed, Moses turned down the pleasures of 

a sinful life because ñhe was looking to the 

rewardò (Hebrews 11:26b), knowing that 

ñthrough many tribulations we must enter the 

kingdom of Godò (Acts 14:22b).  ñBut now 

having been freed from sin and enslaved to 

God, you derive your benefit, resulting in 

sanctification, and the outcome, eternal 

lifeò (Romans 6:22).  

 ñTherefore, prepare your minds for action, 

keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely 

on the grace to be brought to you at 

the revelation of Jesus Christ.  As 

obedient children, do not be con-

formed to the former lusts which 

were yours in your ignorance, but 

like the Holy One who called you, 

be holy yourselves also in all your 

behavior; because it is written, 

ñYOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM 

HOLYò (1 Peter 1:13-16).  Beware 

of the promise of the world, for it is 

as ñthose who hear, but as they go 

on their way they are choked by the 

cares and riches and pleasures of 

life, and their fruit does not ma-

tureò (Luke 8:14); therefore, ñflee 

youthful passions and pursue right-

eousness, faith, love, and peace, 

along with those who call on the 

Lord from a pure heartò (2 Timo-
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NEAR Me I will be 
treated as HOLY, 
And before all the  
PEOPLE I will be 
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(Leviticus 10:3b)   


